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arsonists, beggars, vagabonds, atheists, fanatics. Yet, when they
refer to themselves, they call themselves the quiet ones, the
silent people, the poor, the children of God, the brothers, the
pure.
They are laymen who profess the priesthood of mankind;
they are paupers who claim the riches of the earth or of heaven.
Paracelsus is with them. He feels himself called to help them
when they are sick and to hearten them when they despair.
Poverty, for him, is a Christian's self-elected duty. Love of one's
neighbor is religion. Through charity a man enters into God's
grace.
"More than blessed is he who loves the poor," 12 for Evan-
gelical poverty is the prerequisite of any reform, said Paracel-
sus. And when he denies judges the right to sit in court over
their fellow-men, he almost sounds like Tolstoy.
These mystics were not satisfied with the results of the Ref-
ormation. They felt a new dogma and a new Pope had taken
the place of the old. They considered Luther a renegade; they
charged that worldly power had corrupted the Reformation.
Looking back, it seemed to them that the Protestant turmoil
had interrupted their efforts to fill the Catholic Church with
a new spirit.
THE   MYSTIC
In an amazingly short time Protestantism became petrified in
a new dogmatism, while a spiritual rally revived the old Catho-
lic Church. Paracelsus took his place in the battle. His old fight-
ing spirit returned. He still believed in the heavenly kingdom
on earth. His ideas on apostolic life, he was sure, were com-
patible with the doctrine of the Church.
Again he preached in taverns and by the roadside. He taught
the gospel of poverty, of non-violence and humility. He found